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1 Samuel
Chapter 16

4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5 Samuel re-
plied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the
LORD'’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do
not consider his appearance or his height, for | have rejected him. The LORD does not
look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart.”

THINK

1. When Samuel was seeking to anoint the second king for Israel, he probably
had the idea of finding someone who was much admired by the people with
his stunning physical appearance, such as he had done with Saul. However,
God clearly told him not to choose based only on the outward appearances.
Appearances don’t reveal the substance of a person. God can see through a
man’s heart, and understand our thoughts and motivations.

2. Am | like many who put much emphasis on the outward appearance, but not
enough attention to what is inside of a person? What does God see on my
inside?

3. Itis often much easier to associate with people who are similar to me in speech,
action, clothing, profession, and lifestyle. We are attracted to and get along
with the people that they project themselves to be. If we simply focus on ap-
pearances, we might miss out on relationship with people who God has placed
around us and with whom we can and ought to enter into deep spiritual friend-
ship with. Will | intentionally make friends with people outside of my circle,
those that are different from me? Why?

PRAYER
Lord, | thank you for accepting me completely. You saved me despite of my
most common appearances, and my often wicked and confused thoughts
inside. Itis your electing grace that allows me to become your child. May you
open my inner eyes, to see others, not just their outside, but to look into their
inside to truly love them as Jesus does.

** (DTFFLC) **

(Read vv4-7, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY Activity: Take turns standing each member of the family in front of
the rest of the family. Take turns describing each family member’s appear-
ance. Read v7. Now, stand each family member in front of the rest of the
family again. Try to describe each member as God might see him or her.
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CHAPTER 17

40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put
them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached
the Philistine. 41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept
coming closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a
boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am
| a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
44 “Come here,” he said, “and I'll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 45
David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin,
but | come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands,
and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day | will give the carcasses of
the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that
there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or
spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD'’s, and he will give all of you into
our hands.” 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward
the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it
and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell
facedown on the ground. 50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a
stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

THINK:

1. David was full of confidence in God when he faced this gigantic enemy. He
didn’t fight with his own might but God’s. The enemy’s threat and challenge
didn’t shake David’s trust in God.

2. What is the giant in my life? What are the struggles in my life? How could |
defeat them?

PRAYER:

Dear God,

Help me to see, with Elisha, that greater are those who are with me than those
who are with my enemy. Help me to see with Paul, that if you are for me, who
can be against me? And help me to see, with David, that no opposition is
gigantic when compared to you. Give me eyes to see, O Lord.

Help me to live by faith rather than by sight, courageously rather than fearfully.
Give me a God-dominated imagination, not a Goliath-dominated one.
Remind me of your saving acts in biblical history. Remind me of your saving
acts in my own history.

And from those reminders, grant me the courage | need to fight whatever gi-
ants have come into my land.... (Conversation)

** (DTFFLC) **

(Read vv28-30, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Discussion: David and his oldest brother were angry with each
other. What could you have done to prevent these words of frustration or
anger if you were the oldest brother? David? Does this sound like any
conversations in our family? What can we do in our family to keep from
getting angry with each other? What should we say or do when we are
angry?
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CHAPTER 18

1 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David,
and he loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let
him return home to his family. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he
loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David,
along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 5 Whatever mission
Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army.
This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well. 6 When the men were returning
home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of
Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels
and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David
his tens of thousands.” 8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They
have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands.
What more can he get but the kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye
on David.

THINK:

1. The friendship between David and Jonathan was remarkable. The kind of
spiritual kinship between David and Jonathan was energized by affection and
sealed by covenant. True friendship is not transactional, it is not calculating
and not demanding. It is this loyal friendship that helps us to understand more
of God’s covenantal love for us. And it is because “God is love” that we can
love one another.

2. Contrarily, Saul is a self-centered person. When David had better accomplish-
ments, he not only could not appreciate him, but became jealous. His jealousy
turned into hatred that in the end he wanted to kill David. In all, Saul lived his
life in suspecting, guarding, fighting and oppressing others.

3. At work, when | meet someone more capable than |, would | become jealous
like Saul? Or would | appreciate him and learn from him? Have | ever truthfully
praised and complemented someone for his or her achievement? Am | willing
to be someone’s Jonathan? Who would that be?

PRAY:

Read the following passage from Phil 2:3-4 as God speaking to me. Respond to God
freely throughout the reading as my prayer response to Him.

Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself
aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage.
Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. (the Message)

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv1-9, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY PRAYER: Read the above Prayer and discuss it. Then have one

parent read it slowly as if God is directly speaking to all. End with a prayer
of commitment to God.
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CHAPTER 19

19 Word came to Saul: “David is in Naioth at Ramah”; 20 so he sent men to capture
him. But when they saw a group of prophets prophesying, with Samuel standing there
as their leader, the Spirit of God came on Saul’'s men, and they also prophesied. 21
Saul was told about it, and he sent more men, and they prophesied too. Saul sent men
a third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Finally, he himself left for Ramah and went
to the great cistern at Seku. And he asked, “Where are Samuel and David?” “Over
in Naioth at Ramah,” they said. 23 So Saul went to Naioth at Ramah. But the Spirit
of God came even on him, and he walked along prophesying until he came to Naioth.
24 He stripped off his garments, and he too prophesied in Samuel’s presence. He lay
naked all that day and all that night. This is why people say, “Is Saul also among the
prophets?”

THINK

1. The “prophesying” here was probably singing and praising the Lord. This is the
second time Saul was overwhelmed by the Spirit from God and prophesied with
the prophets. The first time it was right after he was anointed.

2. Saul was utterly overwhelmed by the power of the Spirit of God that he was
prevented from carrying out his intention to kill David. Other than his inability,
there were Jonathan'’s loyalty, Micah’s deception and David’s own cleverness.
The incident in this passage becomes the climax of God’s power in frustrating
and thwarting Saul’'s murderous scheme.

3. Do | have any less-than-holy plans which God continues to frustrate despite
my persistence? What would it take for me to submit to God’s stronger and
wiser will? How can | use praise and worship to help me?

PRAYER
Dear Lord, please instruct me and teach me in the way | should go. With your

loving eye on me, and know my heart and my thoughts and everything | do.
Counsel me and direct me so that my stubbornness may be brought under
your good and perfect will. (Psalm 32:8)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv19-24, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Worship: Saul was jealous of David and wanted to kill him. But
every time he tried, God would always prevent Saul to succeed. God is

more powerful than Saul’s evil plan. Sing together: We've got a Great,
Big, Wonderful God.
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CHAPTER 20

25 He sat in his customary place by the wall, opposite Jonathan,[a] and Abner sat next
to Saul, but David’'s place was empty. 26 Saul said nothing that day, for he thought,
“Something must have happened to David to make him ceremonially unclean—surely
he is unclean.” 27 But the next day, the second day of the month, David’s place was
empty again. Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why hasn’t the son of Jesse come
to the meal, either yesterday or today?” 28 Jonathan answered, “David earnestly asked
me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go, because our family is
observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If | have
found favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.’ That is why he has not
come to the king’s table.” 30 Saul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him,
“You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don’t | know that you have sided with
the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you?
31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be
established. Now send someone to bring him to me, for he must die!” 32 “Why should
he be put to death? What has he done?” Jonathan asked his father. 33 But Saul hurled
his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David.
34 Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the feast he did
not eat, because he was grieved at his father’s shameful treatment of David.

THINK

1. Even though David and Jonathan are rivals for the same throne, they each
set aside personal interests out of the deep affection they had for each other.
Jonathan risked his father’s anger, and even his life, on behalf of David. Later
David restored the fortunes of Jonathan’s youngest son (2Sam 9).

2. In all my relationships, which ones are covenantal (Marriage, family, culture...)?
Have | faithfully fulfilled my promise in that covenant?

PRAYER

Continue the Prayer meditation of Ch 18. Read the following passage from Phil 2:3-4
as God speaking to me. Focus on the relationship Jesus has with me. Why would he
do such a thing for me?

Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with
God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that
status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of
deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he
stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges.
Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and
the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion. (The Message)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv3-4, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY WORSHIP: Jonathan made a agreement with David that they’ll
be best friends forever. They promised to be good not just to each other,
but to their children, too. We need to do all we can to protect each other.

“Lord give us strength to do what is best for each other.” Let’s sing “Fa-
ther, | Adore You.”

10
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CHAPTER 21

1 David went to Nob, to Ahimelek the priest. Ahimelek trembled when he met him, and
asked, “Why are you alone? Why is no one with you?” 2 David answered Ahimelek
the priest, “The king sent me on a mission and said to me, ‘No one is to know anything
about the mission | am sending you on.’ As for my men, | have told them to meet me at
a certain place. 3 Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread,
or whatever you can find.” 4 But the priest answered David, “| don’t have any ordinary
bread on hand; however, there is some consecrated bread here—provided the men
have kept themselves from women.” 5 David replied, “Indeed women have been kept
from us, as usual whenever | set out. The men’s bodies are holy even on missions
that are not holy. How much more so today!” 6 So the priest gave him the consecrated
bread, since there was no bread there except the bread of the Presence that had been
removed from before the LORD and replaced by hot bread on the day it was taken
away.

THINK

1. The “bread of the Presence” which was placed in the Holy Place in the taber-
nacle was used for a thank offering to the Lord on Sabbath. Although the bread
was to be eaten only by the priests, Ahimelech agreed to give it to David and
his men on the condition that they were ceremonially clean.

2. Jesus used this incident to illustrate the principle that the ceremonial law was
not to be viewed in a legalistic manger (Mt 12:3-4). He also teaches that it
is always lawful to do good and to save life. Such compassionate acts are
within the true spirit of the Law, though they appear to contradict the letter of
the Law.

PRAYER

Lord, teach me to truly understand the Bible and your will. | don’t wish to blindly be-
come a legalistic Pharisee, but to love God wholeheartedly and love others as myself.
In this way, | may live a life that follows Jesus’ example.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv10, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Discussion: s running away from trouble ever a good choice
to make? David was a brave man; yet he ran away from Saul. Was he
afraid of Saul? Does running away always mean you are afraid? God
wants us to run away from trouble. Is someone trying to hurt you or get
your in trouble? How can you run away?

12
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CHAPTER 22

11 Then the king sent for the priest Ahimelek son of Ahitub and all the men of his fam-
ily, who were the priests at Nob, and they all came to the king. 12 Saul said, “Listen
now, son of Ahitub.” “Yes, my lord,” he answered. 13 Saul said to him, “Why have you
conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, giving him bread and a sword and
inquiring of God for him, so that he has rebelled against me and lies in wait for me, as
he does today?” 14 Ahimelek answered the king, “Who of all your servants is as loyal
as David, the king’s son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard and highly respected in your
household? 15 Was that day the first time | inquired of God for him? Of course not! Let
not the king accuse your servant or any of his father’s family, for your servant knows
nothing at all about this whole affair.” 16 But the king said, “You will surely die, Ahime-
lek, you and your whole family.” 17 Then the king ordered the guards at his side: “Turn
and kill the priests of the LORD, because they too have sided with David. They knew he
was fleeing, yet they did not tell me.”  But the king’s officials were unwilling to raise a
hand to strike the priests of the LORD. 18 The king then ordered Doeg, “You turn and
strike down the priests.” So Doeg the Edomite turned and struck them down. That day
he killed eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. 19 He also put to the sword Nob,
the town of the priests, with its men and women, its children and infants, and its cattle,
donkeys and sheep.

THINK
1. Saul didn’t obey God’s command by refusing to destroy the Amalekite king
Agag, and the best animals, everything that was “good”. But here, because of
his own jealousy and hatred, he wiped out 85 priests and their families. This
shows clearly the decline and inconsistency of Saul’s reign.

2. When, if ever, have | been consumed with a desire for revenge? If looks or
thoughts could kill, how many of my friends would be dead by now? Am | still
bearing any hateful grudges?

3. What are the things or people that would easily trigger my anger? Ordinary
things such as driving, workplace, family... How can | handle it in a Christian
way?

PRAYER

Confess to God the emotions inside me: hatred, jealousy, anger, bitterness.... Stay
quiet for a while, then begin to read this passage. Read it as if God is speaking to me
right now. Listen quietly, meditate on it, have a conversation with God.

Open up before God, keep nothing back; he’ll do whatever needs to be done: He'll
validate your life in the clear light of day and stamp you with approval at high noon.
Quiet down before God, be prayerful before him. Don'’t bother with those who climb the
ladder, who elbow their way to the top. Bridle your anger, trash your wrath, cool your
pipes—it only makes things worse. (Ps 37:5-8, MSG)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv11-19, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Discussion: Why did King Saul want to kill all the priests? Did
they make any mistake? Have you ever get mad? What can we do when

we are made? List ways we can do so we won't hurt ourselves or others.
Pray for God’s help in handling our anger.

14
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CHAPTER 23

19 The Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding among us
in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? 20 Now, Your
Majesty, come down whenever it pleases you to do so, and we will be responsible for
giving him into your hands.” 21 Saul replied, “The LORD bless you for your concern for
me. 22 Go and get more information. Find out where David usually goes and who has
seen him there. They tell me he is very crafty. 23 Find out about all the hiding places he
uses and come back to me with definite information. Then | will go with you; if he is in
the area, | will track him down among all the clans of Judah.” 24 So they set out and
went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in the Desert of Maon, in the
Arabah south of Jeshimon. 25 Saul and his men began the search, and when David
was told about it, he went down to the rock and stayed in the Desert of Maon. When
Saul heard this, he went into the Desert of Maon in pursuit of David. 26 Saul was going
along one side of the mountain, and David and his men were on the other side, hurrying
to get away from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing in on David and his men to
capture them, 27 a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Come quickly! The Philistines
are raiding the land.” 28 Then Saul broke off his pursuit of David and went to meet the
Philistines. That is why they call this place Sela Hammahlekoth. 29 And David went up
from there and lived in the strongholds of En Gedi.

THINK
1. David, though running for his life, volunteered to aid the Israelite city of Keilah
against the Philistines. Yet the people remained loyal to Saul, perhaps out of
fear (v12). David had to go into wilderness areas where he might hide from
Saul's army. Just when Saul’'s army was closing in, news about the Philistines’
attack drew Saul away.

2. David and his men look like goners, but God’s plan could not be changed by
Saul. The irony is while Saul is David’s enemy, the Philistines unwittingly be-
came David’s allies. Their attack is God’s means of deliverance of David, from
the grasp of Saul.

3. Review #2 of Ch 17, what giants (challenges or difficulties) am | facing right
now? How do | face them?

PRAYER
Psalm 54 reflects David’s fears and his faith in this critical situation. Pray with David:

Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. Hear my prayer, O God;
listen to the words of my mouth. Arrogant foes are attacking me; ruthless people are
trying to kill me—people without regard for God. Surely God is my help; the Lord is
the one who sustains me. Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in your faithfulness
destroy them. | will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; | will praise your name, LORD,
for it is good. You have delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes have looked in
triumph on my foes. (Ps 54)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv15-18, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Activity: Review your family worship time. How can you improve
it? Elect one family member to be in charge of planning as you read 2 Sam-
uel next. Now turn to the person(s) not elected to be in charge. Let them
express their immediate feelings. Pray together, “Help us to remember that
none of us are in second place if we are doing what You want us to do.”

16
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CHAPTER 24

3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to
relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This
is the day the LORD spoke of when he said[b] to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your
hands for you to deal with as you wish.” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a
corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off
a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that | should do such a
thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed
of the LORD.” 7 With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow
them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way. 8 Then David went out
of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him,
David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 9 He said to
Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you'? 10 This day
you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the
cave. Some urged me to kill you, but | spared you; | said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my
lord, because he is the LORD’s anointed.” 11 See, my father, look at this piece of your
robe in my hand! | cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that there is
nothing in my hand to indicate that | am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. | have not
wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 12 May the LORD judge
between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but
my hand will not touch you.

THINK
1. David certainly has reasons to take Saul’s life. He instead chose to forgive and
reconcile. Although he too is the Lord’ anointed, David always maintained his
attitude of treating Saul as his king.

2. David’s response teaches us how we as believers are to deal with those who
victimize us. (1) We turn them over to the Lord, asking Him to avenge any
wrongs they may have done to us. (2) We make a personal commitment not
to take revenge.

3. In what relationship do | need to apply the lesson of this incident?

PRAYER
Prayerfully read this quote from St. Jerome written when he faced a great number of
powerful enemies. Listen to what God is telling me regarding this quote.

“You are deceived if you think that a Christian can live without persecution. He suffers
the greatest who lives under none. Nothing is more to be feared than too long a peace.
A storm puts a man on his guard, and obliges him to exert his utmost effort to escape
shipwreck.”

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv16-20, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY PRAYER: Sometimes tears are not an accurate expression of
what is going on inside a person’s heart. We should not use tears to
manipulate the emotions and actions of others. Let’s pray that God will
direct us in how we use our emotions. Pray that we will have a pure heart
when we shed our tears.
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CHAPTER 25

23 When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before
David with her face to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant,
my lord, and let me speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 25 Please pay
no attention, my lord, to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name—his name
means Fool, and folly goes with him. And as for me, your servant, | did not see the men
my lord sent. 26 And now, my lord, as surely as the LORD your God lives and as you
live, since the LORD has kept you from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with
your own hands, may your enemies and all who are intent on harming my lord be like
Nabal. 27 And let this gift, which your servant has brought to my lord, be given to the
men who follow you. 28 “Please forgive your servant’'s presumption. The LORD your
God will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my lord, because you fight the LORD’s
battles, and no wrongdoing will be found in you as long as you live. 29 Even though
someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my lord will be bound securely in
the bundle of the living by the LORD your God, but the lives of your enemies he will hurl
away as from the pocket of a sling. 30 When the LORD has fulfilled for my lord every
good thing he promised concerning him and has appointed him ruler over Israel, 31 my
lord will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of
having avenged himself. And when the LORD your God has brought my lord success,
remember your servant.”

THINK
1. Abigail's wisdom defused David’s anger over Nabal’s insults and rescued Da-
vid from the needless bloodshed on his conscience. She admitted that Nabal
had done wrong to David, brought the provisions that Nabal had refused to
provide, and asked David’s forgiveness.

2. When we have wronged people, it's wise to take the three steps taken by Abi-
gail to seek reconciliation.

3. Who is my Abigail? How did he/she help prevent me from making a terrible
mistake? Would | be an Abigail to someone when the situation comes?

PRAYER
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me
sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is
despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled, as to
console;
to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv18-19, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Discussion: Attimes we must actimmediately. What are some
of those times? What are some things we can do to ensure that our deci-
sions and actions are in God'’s best interest? Are you as a family facing
anything that calls for immediate action? What action do you need to
take? Does each person know the effects of the action?
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CHAPTER 26

21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered
my life precious today, | will not try to harm you again. Surely | have acted like a fool
and have been terribly wrong.” 22 “Here is the king’s spear,” David answered. “Let one
of your young men come over and get it. 23 The LORD rewards everyone for their righ-
teousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered you into my hands today, but | would
not lay a hand on the LORD'’s anointed. 24 As surely as | valued your life today, so may
the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble.” 25 Then Saul said to David,
“May you be blessed, David my son; you will do great things and surely triumph.” So
David went on his way, and Saul returned home.

THINK

1. Once again, David had an opportunity to kill Saul. Saul promised to stop
pursuing David and admitted that David would “do great things and surely tri-
umph”. The king might well have been sincere — for the moment. But sincere
words are not sufficient evidence of reform.

2. Sometimes we are sincere when we make commitments. It is not enough.
Sincerity moves us to make commitments. But it takes integrity to keep them.
Paul said in Rm 7:18: “For | have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot
carry it out.” Jesus encouraged his disciples: “Stay alert; be in prayer so you
don’t wander into temptation without even knowing you're in danger. There is
a part of you that is eager, ready for anything in God. But there’s another part
that’s as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the fire.”(Matt 26:41, MSG)

PRAYER
| am weak, but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long as | walk, let me walk close to Thee.
Through this world of toil and snares, if | falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares? None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.
Just a closer walk with Thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv23-24, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY Worship: God values human life. Whether a person is in the
womb, lying by a campfire, or lying in a hospital bed, God values that
human life. Let one person stand up at a time. Praise God through sen-
tence prayers for each person. Sing together, “Jesus loves me.”
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CHAPTER 27

7 David lived in Philistine territory a year and four months. 8 Now David and his men
went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites and the Amalekites. (From ancient
times these peoples had lived in the land extending to Shur and Egypt.) 9 Whenever
David attacked an area, he did not leave a man or woman alive, but took sheep and
cattle, donkeys and camels, and clothes. Then he returned to Achish. 10 When Achish
asked, “Where did you go raiding today?” David would say, “Against the Negev of Ju-
dah” or “Against the Negev of Jerahmeel” or “Against the Negev of the Kenites.” 11 He
did not leave a man or woman alive to be brought to Gath, for he thought, “They might
inform on us and say, ‘This is what David did.”” And such was his practice as long as he
lived in Philistine territory. 12 Achish trusted David and said to himself, “He has become
so obnoxious to his people, the Israelites, that he will be my servant for life.”

THINK

1. David, feeling depressed and deeply disappointed after months and years of
narrow escapes from Saul, decided finally to give up and move to Philistia. Liv-
ing among the Philistines, David was forced to deny who he was — the future
king of Israel. David lived a double life there, pretending to be a faithful servant
of the Philistine king, when really he was raiding Israel’s enemies and “saying”
that he had raided Israelite towns. While others might have chosen survival
over honouring God and preserving His people, David chose to do both while
under stress.

2. In life there are times when we find ourselves in the company of those whose
ultimate goals and desires go counter to the will of God. David, both to keep his
people and himself safe in the land of the Philistines and to preserve the people
of God, chose to be subversive to the king of the Philistines. Today, we may
find ourselves in a company that does business unethically. Our spouses may
loathe the name of Jesus. We may be in an economy that exploits the poor
and not caring for the oppressed. We may be doing our best to honor parents
who dishonor God in thought, word and deed. However, even in situations
such as these, God is still faithfully working out our salvation and his purposes
in our lives.

PRAYER
God, sometimes | find situations overwhelming and | cannot cope with. The
Psalmist encouraged me with these words: Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for | shall again praise
him, my help and my God. By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, and
at night his son is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. (Psalm 42: 5,8)
Thank you, God, for being my help and my hope.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read v12, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Activity: Do you have a relative that lives far away? Talk about

the last time you saw the person. How do you feel about the person?
How do you think the person feels? Give each person a piece of paper to
write a letter or draw a picture to send to the far away person.
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CHAPTER 28

3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in his
own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land. 4 The
Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all
Israel and set up camp at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid;
terror filled his heart. 6 He inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by
dreams or Urim or prophets. 7 Saul then said to his attendants, “Find me a woman who
is a medium, so | may go and inquire of her.” “There is one in Endor,” they said. 8 So
Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at night he and two men went to
the woman. “Consult a spirit for me,” he said, “and bring up for me the one | name.” 9
But the woman said to him, “Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the
mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about
my death?” 10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, “As surely as the LORD lives, you will
not be punished for this.” 11 Then the woman asked, “Whom shall | bring up for you?”
“Bring up Samuel,” he said.

THINK
1. The Old Testament forbids the use of sorcery, divination, or other occult prac-
tices (Lev 19:31, Deut 18:10-11). Saul himself had tried to rid the land of occult
practitioners. Yet Saul’'s long disobedience and David’s steady rise had taken
their toll and he was at the end of his rope. Out of touch with God and out of
touch with his true self, Saul grasped at anything, even a woman medium.

2. This is a sad chapter in Saul’s life. It shows us that even though we have the
anointing of God, our hearts can be far from him. It is possible for a person to
wander so far from God that there is no way back to the place of blessing.

3. Where am | along this spiritual journey? How close or far am | from God?

4. What “great stress” in my life have | been seeking God’s will in earnest? Where
am | looking for answers? Whom am | consulting? Do | ever read my horo-
scope, seek out a fortuneteller, and other such practices? |s that acceptable
to God?

PRAYER

Find a private space for 5-10 minutes. Lie face down on the floor. Listen to what God
wants to tell me and have a conversation with Him. End the time with a prayer of dedi-
cation by reciting Ro 12:1-2 or reading:

“Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you
is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that
you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’'ll be changed
from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to
it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down fto its level of immaturity,
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.(the MSG)”.

*k (DT'FFUC) *k
(Read vv3-11, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY Discussion: Why did Saul want to find a witch? Does God like
what Saul did? When you are worried and didn’t know what to do, who
do you turn to? If appropriate, instruct children the proper view of horo-
scope, tarot card, fortune telling and such. Parent lead a prayer of asking
for God’s wisdom and help.

26



BT

1 IERIE AR PIME IR F » IEFI ATTE SR FZRE 2 3F
MEANERESZER - AT @ KB ; KENREMBHARZD
SIRTERE 3 FEATAREEN | BERBRATEEMAER? 5
HinfIE - EARUCIIERBENETAERE? AR EEBLFRT -
BRMRERESISH - BARERMEMAE -4 FNTANEERLRTR
B HE - RBRWEARRFTZEMAIH TS - ARIUMRBFI HE - 2
B = RBBFIEA o A EZEMEAENR? SRNERKRME
LANEREE? 5 RRILIGIIAVRAREEIBNG « BERETT - KEK
FEEE - i N2E@ARES? 6 SomARER - Bits - WIEEKE
HERMZERE - RERIEEA » (RBEREETHA - REREL - BRLMREK
HFHES  BRBRIEAEBKR  RARREEAEWIR 7 HAEMRA
PUFFRZEE - REIFNTANEERERER

2R

1. REEHE—EHE - SR EAZHERBLURIIA - DHEEEHK
B—RHE > KBS AR - ttAOMDERTE - —JTEER
DEIBRFEABEEBRUCIARKNE - LERIM ; BERME
B ZVERANKREBERR  BEBCRINSM - H—R - HEEMT
fill o EMMHIIEA T ERIEREAR LI - RIEREREES - PR
ZHBEZR - VLB IE BERERE o

2. ALBBEEMH R E AT HIEE - ERAARER ? NRBEHE
WER - BEENEMNS ERTEBRRIRE ?

(i
PUEES R [ 1R E2=FRER | FRSRIBE

FEERHERS » R EBZE

HEREL M LEHE BB HKGFER

ft 2 HK 5 R  PEHK L IETE

EF R HEEE - - BRER  ft EHERE
it st PR T TR BB S 5 TR
HVRPRLTHEH

XHAFEEZL  HHIEBKREF  £5H » RIEFE -
FEEFER R EBZE

HREL L EHE B HHKGFER

ft 2 HK 5 E  PEHK LRI

EF R HEEE » BB ft ERHER -

27

CHAPTER 29

1 The Philistines gathered all their forces at Aphek, and Israel camped by the spring in
Jezreel. 2 As the Philistine rulers marched with their units of hundreds and thousands,
David and his men were marching at the rear with Achish. 3 The commanders of the
Philistines asked, “What about these Hebrews?”  Achish replied, “Is this not David,
who was an officer of Saul king of Israel? He has already been with me for over a year,
and from the day he left Saul until now, | have found no faultin him.” 4 But the Philistine
commanders were angry with Achish and said, “Send the man back, that he may return
to the place you assigned him. He must not go with us into battle, or he will turn against
us during the fighting. How better could he regain his master’s favor than by taking the
heads of our own men? 5 Isn’t this the David they sang about in their dances: “Saul
has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands’?” 6 So Achish called David
and said to him, “As surely as the LORD lives, you have been reliable, and | would be
pleased to have you serve with me in the army. From the day you came to me until
today, | have found no fault in you, but the rulers don’t approve of you. 7 Now turn back
and go in peace; do nothing to displease the Philistine rulers.”

THINK
1. David was in a dilemma. The Philistines were preparing for a major assault
against the Israelites, and Achish wanted to bring David along. If Achish dis-
covered David’s true identity — Israel’s king, he would kill David. If David fought
for Achish, he would repudiate his true identity. Once again, God rescued him.
The other Philistine rulers refused to allow David serve with Achish. So David
was sent home and his life and integrity were both saved.

2. In my life, have | ever been caught in the middle of a course of action? What
did | do? How does my Christian faith affect my decision now if faced with
similar situation again?

PRAYER
Use this song GOD WILL MAKE A WAY by Don Moen as a prayer:

God will make a way where there seems to be no way

He works in ways we cannot see, He will make a way for me
He will be my guide hold me closely to His side

With love and strength for each new day

He will make a way, He will make a way

By a roadway in the wilderness He'll lead me

And rivers in the desert will | see

Heaven and earth will fade but His Word will still remain

He will do something new today

** (DTFFWLC) **
(Read vv6-7, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY PRAYER: Disappointment is hard to take. Have you been dis-
appointed or felt rejected recently. Let each person share experiences
and feelings. Ask, “Does God reject us?” Tell God how you feel. Thank
Him for being with us and knowing how it feels to be rejected.
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CHAPTER 30

21 Then David came to the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to follow
him and who were left behind at the Besor Valley. They came out to meet David and the
men with him. As David and his men approached, he asked them how they were. 22 But
all the evil men and troublemakers among David’s followers said, “Because they did not
go out with us, we will not share with them the plunder we recovered. However, each
man may take his wife and children and go.” 23 David replied, “No, my brothers, you
must not do that with what the LORD has given us. He has protected us and delivered
into our hands the raiding party that came against us. 24 Who will listen to what you
say? The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of
him who went down to the battle. All will share alike.” 25 David made this a statute and
ordinance for Israel from that day to this.

THINK
1. When David led his troops to rescue his people captured by the Amalekites,
four hundred men went with him. Two hundred exhausted men stayed behind.
When they returned victoriously with their people and booty, David perceived
that some of the four hundred didn’t want to share the spoils of war with those
stayed behind.

2. David recognized and acknowledged to everyone that God was behind their
victory including preserving their lives and handing their enemies to them.
Therefore, David announced that everybody, both those went to war and those
stayed behind, were equal and would share everything equally.

3. The closeness we cultivate with God will result in our acts in love, compas-
sion, justice and righteousness. How do | react to news of disasters? To the
oppressed?

PRAYER

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself. (Luke 10:27)
Lord, | want to be like David, to love you and to be close to you; and to love others as
I love myself.

** (DTFFWC) **

(Read v6, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY PRAYER: Just as David knew his strength came from God, we

know that is where we should look for our strength in troubling times.
Have a family prayer, thanking God for His blessings and for providing
strength when needed.
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CHAPTER 31

6 So Saul and his three sons and his armor-bearer and all his men died together that
same day. 7 When the Israelites along the valley and those across the Jordan saw that
the Israelite army had fled and that Saul and his sons had died, they abandoned their
towns and fled. And the Philistines came and occupied them. 8 The next day, when the
Philistines came to strip the dead, they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount
Gilboa. 9 They cut off his head and stripped off his armor, and they sent messengers
throughout the land of the Philistines to proclaim the news in the temple of their idols
and among their people. 10 They put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and fas-
tened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. 11 When the people of Jabesh Gilead heard
what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all their valiant men marched through the night
to Beth Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the wall of Beth
Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned them. 13 Then they took their bones and
buried them under a tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they fasted seven days.

THINK

1. Israel was defeated by the Philistines and Saul and his sons including Jonathan
were killed. He was after all God’s chosen anointed king of Israel. The bodies
of Saul and his sons were taken by night from the walls of a Philistine city where
they had been nailed for display. This was done by the men of Jabesh Gilead.
In his first act as king, Saul had saved that city from the Ammonites. lts citizens
now repaid his kindness. They traveled through the night at great risk to rescue
his body and the bodies of his sons from further indignities. The life of God’s
anointed, as flawed as he was, ended reverently. He was respectfully laid to
rest, and those at his burial fasted and mourned for seven days.

2. Saul’s failure is not his lack of military or political capabilities, nor the weak-
ness of the people. Rather it was his refusal to obey God'’s will. No matter how
talented and courageous a person is, history will prove him a failure unless he
knows and acknowledge the Lord of history. This applies to everyone including
the kings.

3. Looking back at Saul’s life, and his death, what has been a reminder or inspira-
tion to me? How would | alter my attitude and life style because of Saul’s life?

PRAYER

“Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day | declare your marvel-
ous deeds. Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till | declare your
power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.”(Ps 71:17-18)

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv11-13, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY Discussion: The custom of fasting during prayer is not one we
see often today. Discuss why fasting was an important part of prayer life
during Bible times. Look up fasting in a Bible dictionary. Decide if your
family should ever have a time of fasting.
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