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Ruth
Chapter One

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you
go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be my people and your God
my God. 17 Where you die | will die, and there | will be buried. May the LORD deal with
me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi real-
ized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.

BACKGROUND FOR READING:

The backdrop of this story of Ruth is the period of the Hebrew judges, an era marked by
apostasy, lawlessness, and savagery. By contrast, there are no murders and no villains
in Ruth. Rather, the story portrays life in a peaceable village setting among hardwork-
ing agrarian peasants. Neither are there supernatural events in the story. The Spirit of
God descends upon no one and the angel of the Lord visits no one. Instead, we see
God working behind the scenes — a God of “coincidences”, accomplishing his purposes
through ordinary people who overcome adversity by means of personal initiative, inge-
nuity, and acts of selfless devotion.

THINK:

1. Naomi is formally releasing her daughters-in-law from any future responsibility
toward her. She entrusts these women to God’s care through her prayer since
she is unable to provide for them. Despite her own distress, Naomi also rec-
ognized the need to look to the welfare of others and through her prayer, she
entrusted these women to God'’s care(vv8-9).

2. Ruth’s vow of loyalty to Naomi and the Hebrew God is certainly a countercul-
tural decision by this Moabite widow. She willingly exchanges her ethnic and
religious heritage for the people, culture and religion of Naomi. Perhaps Ruth
sensed a faith in Naomi that Naomi herself had lost sight of. At any rate, Ruth
made a commitment — to Naomi and to Naomi’s God. This reflects the process
by which men and women today often find their personal relationship with God.
Individuals are drawn to a Christian or to Christians and through them come to
know Christ.

3. When we share our lives with others, even when we’re having troubles as Nao-
mi was, something about the reality of our relationship with God shines through
and draws others to the Lord.

PRAY:

Lord, | thank You for the love of Ruth for Naomi and for her willingness to abandon her
old life so that she may receive the new life from you. May | too abandon myself com-
pletely to You and Your loving purposes. May my life reveals the loving relationship you
and | share so that others may be drawn to you.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv16-18, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY WORSHIP: Have you ever set your mind on doing something
to the point that no matter what anyone said you were still going to do it?
Some people call that stubborn. Others may call it determined. Ruth was
determined to follow Naomi. We need to be just as determined to follow
Christ. Let each one state a determination to follow Christ. Sing, “Living for
Jesus” http://www.hymnal.net/hymn.php/h/456.
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Chapter Two

8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field
and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the
field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. | have told the
men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the
water jars the men have filled.” 10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground.
She asked him, “Why have | found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a for-
eigner?” 11 Boaz replied, “I've been told all about what you have done for your mother-
in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your
homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the LORD
repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God
of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” 13 “May | continue to find
favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have put me at ease by speaking kindly to
your servant—though | do not have the standing of one of your servants.”

THINK:

1. Ruth’s words and posture (face to the ground) in response to the generosity of
Boaz indicate the social distance between the Israelite man and the Moabite
woman. Ruth identified herself as a “foreigner”, a person of lesser status than
that of the socially disadvantaged like widows, orphans and aliens. The kind-
ness of Boaz helps us understand the “second great commandment”: loving
our neighbor as ourselves (Matt 22:39).

2. The sovereign and purposeful hand of God is behind each of the scenes in
the Book of Ruth. When Ruth sought to glean in the fields after the reapers,
she “happened” to come to the portion of the field belonging to Naomi’s kins-
man Boaz. Impressed by what he had heard about Ruth’s commitment to her
mother-in-law, Boaz promised to protect her. In addition, Boaz provided for her
through his instructions to his men, and it was obvious to Naomi when Ruth
returned from the field that someone took notice of her. When she heard it
was her kinsman Boaz, the formerly embittered Naomi blessed the Lord for His
kindness.

PRAY

Lord, this wonderful story reminds me that You are at work in ways | cannot predict or
imagine. When | am tempted to be embittered at my circumstances, let me remember
that You are working all things together for my good and that the only safe refuge is
under Your wings.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv10-13, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY PRAYER: What causes people to be popular with others? Did
you answer, “an humble, servant attitude”? When we have such an at-
titude, people are more apt to respond to our needs. God has promised
to care for those who love him and are called by his name. “Dear God,
help us to have a humble spirit and a servant attitude.”
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Chapter Three

5 “l will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 6 So she went down to the threshing

floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do. 7 When Boaz had finished
eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end
of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 In the
middle of the night something startled the man; he turned—and there was a woman ly-
ing at his feet! 9 “Who are you?” he asked. “l am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread
the corner of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-redeemer{b] of our fam-
ily.” 10 “The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than
that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich
or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. | will do for you all you ask. All the
people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character. 12 Although it is
true that | am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who is more closely
related than |. 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty
as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as surely
as the LORD lives | will do it. Lie here until morning.” 14 So she lay at his feet until
morning, but got up before anyone could be recognized.

THINK

1. The exact meaning of Naomi’s counsel to her daughter-in-law to “uncover his
feet” after Boaz had retired for the night is not clear to us now. However, Boaz
understood the request to be covered by his garment as a proposal of mar-
riage.

2. Because of Ruth’s faith in the Hebrew God and because of her loyalty to her
mother-in-law, Boaz praised Ruth as a “worthy woman”. This loyalty was dem-
onstrated in her daily labor in the fields and her acts of kindness. Ruth’s sub-
mission to the advice of Naomi teaches us that our spiritual formation is rooted
in a posture of obedience. This response of obedience to the commands of
God is one of the injunctions that bridges the Old and New Testaments.

PRAY

Lord, the drama of this chapter points beyond itself to the greatest drama of Your cre-
ative and redemptive work on behalf of the people upon whom You have set Your love.
Like Ruth, let me be obedient to the role You call me to play.

** (DTFFLC) **

(Read vv5-14, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY DISCUSSION: Ask Dad and Mom to tell children how they met
and when they decided to get married. Share some photos from their
courting days. Ask the oldest child to thank God for guiding Dad and Mom
to marriage and to have this family

6
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Chapter Four

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the LORD
enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.
14 The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you
without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will
renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves
you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 16 Then Naomi
took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there said, “Naomi
has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
18 This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, 19 Hezron
the father of Ram,

Ram the father of Amminadab, 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the
father of Salmon, 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, 22 Obed
the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.

THINK

1. Ruth , the Moabite, had married an Israelite living in her homeland. When he
died, Ruth walked away from her Moabite heritage, her own parents, and the
religion she had learned from childhood and never turned back or wavered in
her decision: “Where you go, | will go;...your people shall be my people, and
your God my God”(1:6). Ruth and Naomi journeyed back to Bethlehem, and
upon arriving, she followed all of Naomi’s instructions as the two sought their
survival. Ruth didn’t demand things go her way, but allowed God to guide her
life through Naomi.

2. Ruth married Boaz, and their son, Obed, became the grandfather of King David
and ancestor of Christ. At that time, Ruth had no idea of all this. She knew
only that God had called her to himself, and she pledged to follow his lead.
Now, Ruth, a foreigner and a woman, would also share in God’s plan to save all
people.

3. Ruth lived out one of Jesus’ essential teachings: that we must be willing to
renounce family for the sake of Christ, or plans, rights, comfort, safety, heritage,
or status in order to follow God'’s lead without, perhaps, ever seeing the fruit of
their sacrifice. Ruth gave up much, yet experienced Christ’s truth that “those
who lose their life for my sake will find it” (Matt 10:39).

PRAY

Lord, | thank You that this story which began in tragedy and apparent hopelessness
ended in joy and hope. In Your grace, You took this Gentile woman and made her a
direct part of the Messianic line. You accomplish far more abundantly beyond all that
we ask or think.

** (DTFFLC) **

(Read vv5-10, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY DISCUSSION: What do we do in our society to legalize the
transfer or property? In Israel a person would take off a shoe and give
it to the other person. Today people would think you were silly if you did
this. It was a custom back then. What are some customs we as a family
or church have that may seem silly to others?
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1 Samuel
Chapter One

9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli
the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the LORD’s house. 10 In her deep
anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying,
“LORD Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’'s misery and remember me, and
not forget your servant but give her a son, then | will give him to the LORD for all the
days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 12 As she kept on praying
to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips
were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk 14 and said to
her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.” 15 “Not so, my lord,”
Hannah replied, “l am a woman who is deeply troubled. | have not been drinking wine or
beer; | was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked
woman; | have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” 17 Eli answered,
“Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.” 18
She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate
something, and her face was no longer downcast. 19 Early the next morning they arose
and worshiped before the LORD and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah
made love to his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her. 20 So in the course of
time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, say-
ing, “Because | asked the LORD for him.”

THINK:

1. Hannah has been pouring out her soul before the Lord. In her prayers, she
loses all restraint, and her fervency leads the priest Eli to think she was intoxi-
cated. Do | regularly approach God with tentativeness and formality in hope
of attracting other’s praises or showing off my “spiritual superiority”? Or am |
willing to be authentic before God no matter what other people think?

2. Some might think Hannah'’s prayer selfish because she prayed to become
pregnant. But when Hannah actually gave Samuel to the service of the Lord in
the tabernacle and fulfilled her promise, that charge was easily refuted. What
is the difference between a selfish prayer and a prayer that complies with God’s
way?

3. Write down all the things | have asked God for today. Then in the evening, rank
them on a “selfish” scale with 1 being very selfish and 10 complying with God’s
will. How do | do?

PRAY

Lord, | thank You that You care for me and are concerned with the things that concern
me. May | be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, | will make my requests known to You. (Ref. Phil 4:6)

** (DTFFLC) **

(Read vv10-11, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY WORSHIP: (Father may lead the whole family in this devotion.)
Before you were even born, we committed you to God. We prayed and
asked God to make you special and to help us bring you up the way God
wants us to. Should we ever stop praying for you? No. “Lord, once again
in the stillness of this moment, we dedicate our children to you. Help us to
be all that you created us to be.”
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Chapter Two

1 Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn

is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for | delight in your deliverance. 2
“There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like
our God. 3 “Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance,
for the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. 4 “The bows of
the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with strength. 5 Those who
were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry are hungry no more.
She who was barren has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines
away. 6 “The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and
raises up. 7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 8 He
raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with
princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. “For the foundations of the earth are the
LORD’s; on them he has set the world. 9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants,
but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness. “It is not by strength that one
prevails; 10 those who oppose the LORD will be broken. The Most High will thunder
from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. “He will give strength to his
king and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

THINK:

1. Hannah must have been filled with anguish as she approached the tabernacle
at Shiloh, hand in hand with litle Samuel, knowing she must leave him there
and return home alone. Yet when the gift had been given, Hannah suddenly
found herself filled with joy! God’s Holy Spirit had filled the emptiness she had
feared. There would be moments of loneliness ahead. Hannah surely missed
her little son. But this song of praise, in which Hannah contemplates the great-
ness of God, is witness to the comfort she found in her faith.

2. Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving, similar to the Magnificat of Mary in Luke 1,
is one of the great prayers of the Bible. She extols the name and character
of the Lord and acknowledges His sovereignty over all things. It is a powerful
statement that sings a song of triumph in the midst of sufferings, and paints a
picture of the coming day of the Lord, when all that is wrong with the world will
be turned over. This seems to be a personal victory over her tormentors, but
then in fact includes all the marginalized and oppressed in all time and place
and offers hope for victory and deliverance.

PRAY

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is his name. His mercy
extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.”(Ref. Luke 1:46-50)

** (DTFFLIC) **

(Read vv1-10, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY PRAYER: Both Hannah and Mary sang songs of praise and
thanksgiving to God. Ask everyone to say a one-sentence prayer of
thanksgiving to God. Then all read the partial Magnificat of Mary above
as the concluding prayer.

12
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Chapter Three

1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of
the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose eyes were
becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the
LORD, where the Ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. = Samuel an-
swered, “Here | am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here | am; you called me.” But Eli
said, “l did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 6 Again the LORD
called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here | am; you called
me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not
yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 A third
time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here |
am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told
Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is
listening.” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood
there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for
your servant is listening.”

THINK

1. Some scholars believe Samuel was a teenager when the events of this pas-
sage occurred. He had been dedicated to the tabernacle and ministered under
Eli the priest since very young. God chose to speak to a young person at this
time, instead of Eli, who was much older and had the actual position of priest.
Samuel heard but didn’t recognize it was God’s voice.

2. Does hearing God'’s calling so clearly seem possible? How do | distinguish be-
tween his voice and the other voices in my life? Samuel needed Eli’s guidance
for this. What people around me could help me discern when God is trying to
communicate with me and what he’s saying?

PRAY

Often, the most effective way to hear God’s voice is to still our minds and quiet our
hearts for a considerable amount of time. Set aside twenty minutes in a quiet place and
make myself comfortable. Invite God to communicate with me. Don’t read or pray. Just
sit and listen, bringing my mind back if it wanders.

Sometime in the next week, schedule another twenty minutes of silence and once again
listen and wait for God to speak to me. Don’t give up. This practice will pay off.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv1-10, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY ACTIVITY: As a spiritual exercise of the whole family, tell ev-
eryone that you are going to practice Listening to God. Choose a most
convenient time for all to spend 5 minutes (or 2 or 10 min depending on
the capability of the children) to sit and be quiet. You may set the alarm
for the time. Afterwards, discuss if it is easy or difficult to be quiet and
listen.

14



CHIL

THEI AR REIEM T AT ZERLUELS  JFANETARERD
Feo 2 FNTARUBH ARG - MEXIBHIE K - LIS ABIEIFF
TAEA ; RN AERBS LR T FANELOBNTA - 3 BtEEE
2 DIedIMRES © THMES AR M ERMBRIEIEN T AERIE ? 3
IR EE A ZE R AV IB A AR IR BI TS 2R - 2y 7 T fPI AP R B P e B
AT - 1 4 REAMITBAZIRE  (OIERLE_ERALEE
ERANZERIAVMEIAZR - LIRIBIM(E 525 5h/E « FFfelaid MAvAyiERzK -
b ERFMIZERIXES Y & DIBSIRMARKZERY - HEE

10 FERE AFBLIEIIAFTHL - LBIIAKRTY - BRRRHFL  BRNAE
% DeSNFS MY =8 o 11HERAOERIEE - DINRE R T
[ ~ SEEmRBEREAR Y -

R8:

T #ERRBHELURIIA - WEASEEHTRIEEN - T LIEE
XE o BREMABEIFNTATFH BT - UBIIREFEE
RIERH - DIkts H REER R EL DU 5 ARITERIAVE - BLAT
DIREEE (487) °

2. Pl@ed| REHNERIER - TARE BRI - KRR
EWE - RESGLUBIAGINEIR - eI ARRERNORERLL
ERFRE  BEROEBEABERERELUCIIA - RIMEMAZTE @ 55
RNERAFRIRAMBFIBRAERSHIBEER ?

3. BFIWEIE B RRMERR - BRI ; BT A DI A ECER
At EAKE ) MEBTIEN - RURMHER - ZEHHN FOE
DRI - BREEHER?

i

[~ %

(=13
HEPL  BEFEFRPEYLIE 0 EERHEIE  FEPEAF
HTiBHIE + th NAAFIRE + RGP RS ) B CEFLR - RE

o9

EY o BBIEEA 0 e HPIEEZFREEL] » BN B LA BT 15
AFFEN L BIBEZEIE B F o (& #1724 525>
29)

15

Chapter Four

1 And Samuel’s word came to all Israel. Now the Israelites went out to fight against
the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines at Aphek. 2 The
Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, Israel was
defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield.
3 When the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the LORD
bring defeat on us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the Ark of the LORD’s
covenant from Shiloh, so that he may go with us and save us from the hand of our
enemies.” 4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the Ark of the
covenant of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli’s two
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the Ark of the covenant of God. 5 When
the Ark of the LORD’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout
that the ground shook.

10 So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his
tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The Ark
of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

THINK

1. The Israelites thought that the Ark was an actual source of divine power that
they could plug into. In the emotional panic caused by the sudden Philistine
victory, the Israelite leaders regressed spiritually to gross and unfounded su-
perstition by bringing out the Ark of the covenant—which symbolizes Yahweh'’s
dwelling with them—in hope to turn the military situation around to their advan-
tage (v4).

2. The Israelites foolishly attempted to manipulate God. Therefore God allowed
the Ark to be captured as a judgment of their religious corruption. If the Ark was
supposed to give sanction to those possessing it, then its inability to protect
them and itself was a public mockery of the total failure of their superstition of
the Ark.

3. There is much that is mysterious about our faith, but there’s nothing magical
about it. Magic can be manipulated; mystery cannot. Magic breeds supersti-
tion, whereas mystery breeds a sense of the sacred. What about my faith in
God? Do | want to manage and manipulate God? Or do | allow God to be in
control of all situations?

PRAY

Dear Lord, you are God who “made the world and everything in it”. And “(you are) the
Lord of heaven and earth and (do) not live in temples built by human hands. And (you
are) not served by human hands, as if (you) needed anything. Rather, (you yourself
give) everyone life and breath and everything else. Therefore since we are God'’s off-
spring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image
made by human design and skill.”(Ref. Acts 17:24,25,29)

** (DTFFWC) **

(Read vv1-5,10-11, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Why did the Israelites bring the Ark to their battlefield?
Why did they shout when they saw the arrival of the Ark? Did the Ark do
what the Israelites hope it would? Why? Why do you think God allow the
Ark to be captured by the Philistines? What lesson would we learn from
this story?
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Chapter Five

1 After the Philistines had captured the Ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ash-
dod. 2 Then they carried the Ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. 3 When
the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on
the ground before the Ark of the LORD! They took Dagon and put him back in his place.
4 But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on
the ground before the Ark of the LORD! His head and hands had been broken off and
were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. 5 That is why to this day neither
the priests of Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the
threshold.

THINK

1. Despite their prowess against the Israelites, the Philistines are no more suc-
cessful at co-opting the power of Yahweh than were the Israelites. The Phi-
listines placed the Ark next to the image of Dagon in order to demonstrate
Dagon’s superiority over the God of Israel, but the symbolism was reversed
when Dagon was toppled to a position of homage before the Ark of the Lord.

2. True faith relinquishes the desire to control God. Instead of trying to hold on to
God, define God, keep God in a box, we are asked to let go and allow God to
hold on to us; recognizing that he is powerful and sovereign (as he did in the
temple of Dagon). Doing this is a huge step of faith. But Jesus reminds us that
the life we seek is found in a life of surrender to God.

PRAY

O God, help us let go of my desire to control my life and to define who you are and limit
what you can do. Please hold on to me, especially in my uncertainty so that | may enter
into your rest and protection.

*+ (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv5-10, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY DISCUSSION: Recalling the story from the previous chapter,
why do you think the Philistines want to put the Ark beside the image of
Dagon? What happened? What was the same mistake the Philistines
make as the Israelites in ch 4? What is God teaching us today?

18
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Chapter Six

19 But God struck down some of the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of
them to death because they looked into the Ark of the LORD. The people mourned be-
cause of the heavy blow the LORD had dealt them. 20 And the people of Beth Shemesh
asked, “Who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God? To whom will the
Ark go up from here?” 21 Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim,
saying, “The Philistines have returned the Ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up
to your town.”

THINK

1. The elders in Ch 4 treated the Ark with superstition that led them to bring the
Ark into battle against the Philistines and treating it as an object with magical
power. God had intended for his people to treat the Ark with great honour
and respect because the Ark has been closely linked with the manifestation of
God'’s presence among his people. However, in this chapter, the people of Beth
Shemesh (Levites and priests among them) though they didn’t seem to hold the
superstitious attitude of the Ark, were terribly judged by God for their irreverent
curiosity in looking into the Ark.

2. Call to memory, when in the last year, have | treated God and his things with
neglect and disrespect? Was there any consequences? How did | feel? How
was the issue resolved?

PRAY
Count yourself lucky, how happy you must be—

you get a fresh start, your slate’s wiped clean.

Count yourself lucky—

God holds nothing against you and you’re holding nothing back from him.
When | kept it all inside, my bones turned to powder, my words became
daylong groans.

The pressure never let up; all the juices of my life dried up.

Then I let it all out; | said, “I'll make a clean breast of my failures to God.”
Suddenly the pressure was gone—

my quilt dissolved, my sin disappeared. (Ps 32, MSG)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv19-21, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY DISCUSSION: How do we show respect to other people? How
do we show respect to God and the church? Decide on one or two things
that the whole family may do together to show respect to God and church.
Plan to carry it out this week.
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Chapter Seven

5 Then Samuel said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah, and | will intercede with the LORD

for you.” 6 When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out
before the LORD. On that day they fasted and there they confessed, “We have sinned
against the LORD.” Now Samuel was serving as leader[a] of Israel at Mizpah. 7 When
the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines
came up to attack them. When the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the
Philistines. 8 They said to Samuel, “Do not stop crying out to the LORD our God for us,
that he may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines.” 9 Then Samuel took a suckling
lamb and sacrificed it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. He cried out to the LORD
on Israel’'s behalf, and the LORD answered him.

THINK

1. The ceremony of pouring water and fasting described in v 6 appears to symbol-
ize the pouring out of one’s heart in repentance and humility before the Lord.

2. Fasting is the voluntary abstention from an otherwise normal function — most of-
ten eating — for the sake of intense spiritual activity. By turning from the needs
of the body toward the needs of the soul, we are able to see more sharply our
need for repentance and restoration. In our society today, we are often overfed
yet spiritually malnourished. We need to recover such a practice to restore our
spiritual health.

3. Have | ever tried fasting yet? What did | discover? Why not set aside one day,
abstain from solid food for 24 hours starting and ending with breakfast while
constantly monitoring my soul’s reaction to being physically hungry. Record
what | learn.

PRAY
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God,
for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. (Ref. Ps 42:11)

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv5-9, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY PRAYER: We should always pray for each other. Why? Be-
cause we will always be doing battle against Satan and his evil. Go
around the family and pray for each other. Thank God for each other,
and ask Him to protect each of us from Satan and help us to win over
Satan’s temptations.
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Chapter Eight

1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders.

3 But his sons did not follow his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and ac-
cepted bribes and perverted justice. 4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and
came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not fol-
low your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 6 But
when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to
the LORD. 7 And the LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it
is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. ...... 9 Now listen
to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over
them will claim as his rights.” 10 Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people
who were asking him for a king...

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us.
20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before
us and fight our battles.” 21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it
before the LORD. 22 The LORD answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” Then
Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.”

THINK

1. The Israelites wanted God, but they were afraid they’d miss out if they didn’t
have a king like the other nations. They wanted to fit in with the other nations
by having a king lead them and fight their battles for them. Read the passage
again trying to feel the determination and desire of the Israelites and the disap-
pointment of Samuel. God’s desire was that His people would look to Him as
their king, but instead, their hearts wanted a human king like the nations around
them.

2. Who do | resemble most? Samuel— being confronted by people asking him
to make changes he believes are wrong, or the Israelites — wanting to be like
others?

3. If | choose Samuel, what would | like to say to God regarding their demand? If |
choose the Israelites wanting to be like . How might this cheat me
out of what God wants for me?

PRAY

Lord, I realize that it is easy to clamor for things You know are not best for me. By
Your grace, protect me from myself so that | will not pursue something | will later live
to regret.

** (DTFFLWC) **
(Read vv19-22, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY WORSHIP: How often do we want things just because others
have them? Is this a good reason to have those things? When everyone
else around us has a particular style of clothing, jewelry, car, or home, it

is hard not to want the same things. List your family’s real needs. Have
sentence prayers asking God to supply them.
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Chapter Nine

15 Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed this to Samuel: 16 “About
this time tomorrow | will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler
over my people Israel; he will deliver them from the hand of the Philistines. | have
looked on my people, for their cry has reached me.” 17 When Samuel caught sight of
Saul, the LORD said to him, “This is the man | spoke to you about; he will govern my
people.” 18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, “Would you please tell
me where the seer’s house is?” 19 “| am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead of me
to the high place, for today you are to eat with me, and in the morning | will send you on
your way and will tell you all that is in your heart. 20 As for the donkeys you lost three
days ago, do not worry about them; they have been found. And to whom is all the desire
of Israel turned, if not to you and your whole family line?” 21 Saul answered, “But am |
not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel, and is not my clan the least of all the
clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?”

THINK

1. Saul’s origin was among the humblest in Israel. Benjamin was the last of Ja-
cob’s sons, and the tribe had been greatly reduced in the time of judges (Jdg
20:46-48). He was obviously surprised by Samuel’s greeting. And his self-
deprecating words to Samuel professed his unworthiness and humility. This is
appropriate and seems genuine.

2. In the eyes of the people of Israel, Saul was the ideal king—tall and handsome
(v.2)—someone who could match the kings of their neighbouring nations. How-
ever, inside Saul was not so good looking. During his rule, he kept swaying
between his own feelings and commitment to God. He based his actions on his
own interest. Later on when he encountered challenges, he didn’t want to face
it, rather he made excuses and blamed others. Even though he had God’s call-
ing, had mission in life, he never stopped struggling. He didn’t commit himself
totally to God and never truly enjoyed God'’s love. Therefore, he lived a life of
discontent, jealousy, uncertainty, pride, deceit. And he never became a king
after God’s heart.

PRAY

Dear God, | ask that you grant me faith in you, and not in myself, but to commit myself
wholly to you for you “chose the foolish things of the world that he might put to shame
those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world, that he might put to shame
the things that are strong; and chose the lowly things of the world, and the things that
are despised, and the things that are not, that he might bring to nothing the things that
are: that no flesh should boast before God.”(Ref. 1 Cor 1:27-29 WEB)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv19-21, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY WORSHIP: Where did Samuel find a king for Israel? He was
found in the smallest tribe of Israel. Why does God often take the small,
apparently insignificant things in life to do great things? Because it is one
way He demonstrates his power and control. Let the family share feel-
ings of being small, useless, or worthless. Then share examples of their
worth and importance.
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Chapter Ten

1 Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it on Saul's head and kissed him,
saying, “Has not the LORD anointed you ruler over his inheritance?

6 The Spirit of the LORD will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with
them; and you will be changed into a different person.

17 Samuel summoned the people of Israel to the LORD at Mizpah 18 and said to them,
“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt, and |
delivered you from the power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that oppressed you.” 19 But
you have now rejected your God, who saves you out of all your disasters and calami-
ties. And you have said, ‘No, appoint a king over us.” So now present yourselves before
the LORD by your tribes and clans.” 20 When Samuel had all Israel come forward by
tribes, the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. 21 Then he brought forward the tribe of
Benjamin, clan by clan, and Matri’s clan was taken. Finally Saul son of Kish was taken.
But when they looked for him, he was not to be found. 22 So they inquired further of the
LORD, “Has the man come here yet?” And the LORD said, “Yes, he has hidden himself
among the supplies.” 23 They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the
people he was a head taller than any of the others. 24 Samuel said to all the people,
“Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the
people.” Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!”

THINK

1. The actual king making took place in private between Samuel and Saul, marked
by oil, a symbol of God’s spirit, poured on Saul’s head, and the prophetic kiss, a
sign of God’s blessing. In the Bible, anointing someone with oil designated that
person as set apart to a special position of leadership. Both priests and proph-
ets were thus anointed, but the ritual was especially associated with kings. This
ceremony recognizes who it is that is truly in control—without God’s authority
Saul would never have become king.

2. The Lord, spoke through Samuel, emphasized to the people that he has been
their deliverer throughout their history. Although the judges themselves some-
times are referred to as Israel’'s deliverers, this was only true in a secondary
sense, for they were instruments of the Lord’s deliverance.

3. What major “calamity” in my past has God delivered me from? How has the
memory of that event shaped my relationship with God?

PRAY

I love you, LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
my God is my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold. (Ref. Ps 18:1-2)

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv20-22, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY ACTIVITY: Let's play hide and seek. (After 10 minutes play,
come back to sit down.) When we play hide and seek, we want to be
found eventually, don't we? Have you ever not wanted to be found? Do

you know someone we can never hide from? God always knows where
we are and what we are doing.
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Chapter Eleven

11 The next day Saul separated his men into three divisions; during the last watch of
the night they broke into the camp of the Ammonites and slaughtered them until the
heat of the day. Those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left
together. 12 The people then said to Samuel, “Who was it that asked, ‘Shall Saul reign
over us?’ Turn these men over to us so that we may put them to death.” 13 But Saul
said, “No one will be put to death today, for this day the LORD has rescued Israel.” 14
Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the king-
ship.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal and made Saul king in the presence of the
LORD. There they sacrificed fellowship offerings before the LORD, and Saul and all the
Israelites held a great celebration.

THINK

1. Saul had previously been anointed in private by Samuel at Ramah and publicly
selected as the king-designate at Mizpah. In the subsequent Ammonite crisis,
his leadership did not rest on public recognition of his royal authority, but on the
military victory. Now at Gilgal, Saul is inaugurated as God’s chosen king and
formally assumes the privileges and responsibilities of this office.

2. The lIsraelites had Saul as their first ever king, in thanksgiving, they offered
peace offering to God. Leviticus 3 recorded regulations of such sacrifice. It
is for thanksgiving of blessings received, it symbolizes the grace of peace be-
cause of their recognition of God and obedience to God’s commandments.
Though it was the people’s idea to elect a king for themselves, they demon-
strate and recognise through the sacrifice, that God is still their king. Saul also
acknowledged Israel’s true deliverer (v13). However, as God has foretold in
8:7-19, the trust and obey relationship did not last long.

3. Have | experienced a lot of God’s guidance and protection, and have | decided
to follow God closely? However, | was not able to resist the temptations or
pressures, and | turned from following God?

PRAY
Use the following hymn as my prayer as | recall my weaknesses and God'’s strength.

| am weak, but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long As | walk, let me walk close to Thee.
Just a closer walk with Thee, rant it, Jesus, is my plea,

Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv11-15, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY DISCUSSION: Define what is weak and what is strong. Evalu-
ate the following people: Saul, Samuel, the Israelites, the Ammonites,
who is strong and who is weak? Learn to sing the above song as a
prayer to God.
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Chapter Twelve

18 Then Samuel called on the LORD, and that same day the LORD sent thunder and
rain. So all the people stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. 19 The people all said
to Samuel, “Pray to the LORD your God for your servants so that we will not die, for
we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king.” 20 “Do not be afraid,”
Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the LORD, but
serve the LORD with all your heart. 21 Do not turn away after useless idols. They can
do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. 22 For the sake
of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased
to make you his own. 23 As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the LORD
by failing to pray for you. And | will teach you the way that is good and right. 24 But be
sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great
things he has done for you. 25 Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king
will perish.”

THINK

1. Samuel’s accusation of the people (vv6-15) combined with the awesome sign
of thunder and rain in the dry season prompted the people to confess their sin
of requesting a king. They begged Samuel’s intercession for them.

2. Samuel seems to say (v23) failing to pray for people would warrant it a sin.
His demonstrated that God’s people have double duties: (1) to pray fervently
for others (Eph 6:18, (2) to teach others God’s way (2 Tim 2:2). Samuel may
not agree with the people’s desire for a king, but he assured them that he will
continue to pray for them and to teach them. We may have different opinions
with the others, but we shouldn’t stop praying for them.

3. Today we would call Samuel a “prayer warrior”. What gifts and qualities does a
person who prays continuously for other people possess? Do | have them?

PRAY
Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind a person that has been in my mind. How much have
| thought of him/her? How much prayer have | offered on his/her behalf?

Determine before the Lord to pray for this person once a day for the whole week. Give
him/her a call or an email to see how he/she is doing.

** (DTFFWC) **
(Read vv22-24, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY PRAYER: Samuel said he would be sinning against the Lord if
he failed to pray for God’s people. Why is it considered a sin when we
fail to pray for others? Let each person share a personal prayer need.
Let’s pray for each other right now.
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Chapter Thirteen

8 He waited for seven days, the time appointed by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to
Gilgal, and the people began to slip away from Saul.* 9So Saul said, ‘Bring the burnt-
offering here to me, and the offerings of well-being.” And he offered the burnt-offering.
10As soon as he had finished offering the burnt-offering, Samuel arrived; and Saul went
out to meet him and salute him. 11Samuel said, ‘What have you done?’ Saul replied,
‘When | saw that the people were slipping away from me, and that you did not come
within the days appointed, and that the Philistines were mustering at Michmash, 12|
said, “Now the Philistines will come down upon me at Gilgal, and | have not entreated
the favour of the Lord”; so | forced myself, and offered the burnt-offering.” 13Samuel
said to Saul, ‘You have done foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the Lord
your God, which he commanded you. The Lord would have established your kingdom
over Israel for ever, 14but now your kingdom will not continue; the Lord has sought out
a man after his own heart; and the Lord has appointed him to be ruler over his people,
because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.

THINK

1. Reading the text, we can surely sympathize with Saul for his action. Samuel
is late, and the survival of Saul and the nation is doubtful unless someone acts
very quickly, and, if anybody, Saul certainly seems to be the right man to do so.
But the text insists that Saul should have waited, nonetheless, and not taken
upon himself what God had called Samuel to perform. His seemingly reason-
able impatience leads him to a rash act that will ultimately cost him and his heirs
his kingdom forever. Once again, “to obey is better than sacrifice”(15:22).

2. Saul's offering of sacrifices was seen as a lack of trust in God, motivated by
fear of losing his position and power. He reduced the concept of king to military
terms, believing that his authority as king depended on his success in battle.
Through a seemingly inoffensive act, disguised as an act of worship, Saul for-
feited his kingdom. Instead of living in the fear of God, he lived in fear of the
Philistines, and the consequence of this was that he would no longer be king.

3. From now on, the story will be the dismantling of Saul as king, and it would
have nothing to do with the Philistines. It will have been caused from within, by
Saul’s alienation from God. Therefore the inner world of the heart is far more
real a battleground than the outer world of nations warring against nations.

PRAY
Am | aware of the battle going on inside my heart? How am | doing? Sit quiet with God
and listen to what God wants to say to me about my inner struggle.

** (DTFFLWC) **
(Read vv11-14, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)
FAMILY DISCUSSION: Samuel told Saul he acted foolishly. What
foolish thing did Saul do? To act foolishly is to act without wisdom.
Can you think of a time when you acted foolishly or made a foolish

decision? What is the most foolish thing we can do? Reject God and
his commandments.
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Chapter Fourteen

36 Saul said, “Let us go down and pursue the Philistines by night and plunder them
till dawn, and let us not leave one of them alive.” “Do whatever seems best to you,”
they replied. But the priest said, “Let us inquire of God here.” 37 So Saul asked God,
“Shall I go down and pursue the Philistines? Will you give them into Israel’s hand?” But
God did not answer him that day. 38 Saul therefore said, “Come here, all you who are
leaders of the army, and let us find out what sin has been committed today. 39 As surely
as the LORD who rescues Israel lives, even if the guilt lies with my son Jonathan, he
must die.” But not one of them said a word. 40 Saul then said to all the Israelites, “You
stand over there; | and Jonathan my son will stand over here.” “Do what seems best
to you,” they replied. 41 Then Saul prayed to the LORD, the God of Israel, “Why have
you not answered your servant today? If the fault is in me or my son Jonathan, respond
with Urim, but if the men of Israel are at fault,[d] respond with Thummim.” Jonathan and
Saul were taken by lot, and the men were cleared. 42 Saul said, “Cast the lot between
me and Jonathan my son.” And Jonathan was taken. 43 Then Saul said to Jonathan,
“Tell me what you have done.” So Jonathan told him, “| tasted a little honey with the
end of my staff. And now | must die!” 44 Saul said, “May God deal with me, be it ever so
severely, if you do not die, Jonathan.” 45 But the men said to Saul, “Should Jonathan
die—he who has brought about this great deliverance in Israel? Never! As surely as
the LORD lives, not a hair of his head will fall to the ground, for he did this today with
God’s help.” So the men rescued Jonathan, and he was not put to death. 46 Then Saul
stopped pursuing the Philistines, and they withdrew to their own land.

THINK

1. Note the interactions between King Saul and his subjects: “Do whatever seems
best to you”(vv36,40) , “But not one of them said a word "(v39), “Never’(v45).
In detail after detail, we see Saul’s authority erode. Ostensibly, Saul was king,
but Jonathan was doing all the work.

2. As God’s spirit receded from Saul, he became more and more anxious and
religious. He rashly and foolishly made an unwise and unnecessary oath. After
receiving no reply from God, he decided to root out the cause in order to show
his piety to God and his faithfulness to his vow. He even wanted kill his son
Jonathan who is the real hero for their victory.

3. All of Saul’s religion was merely an external show and not an inward reality.
What about me? Are all my religious activities (attending Worship, cell, Bible
reading and prayer, etc.) just outward show or inward reality?

PRAY

Meditate on this verse with my name in as if God is speaking to me. Listen and re-
spond.

“(Fill in my name) comes near to me with (my name) mouth and honors me
with (my name) lips, but (my name) heart is far from me. (my name)
worships of me is based on merely human rules (my name) has been
taught.(Ref Is 29:13)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv36-38, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY DISCUSSION: When we are making a decision, whom can we
ask for advice? We can surround ourselves with people who will agree with
anything we suggest. A good friend will say, “Why don’t we ask God about
this?” Sometimes God will show us sin that is preventing his will from being
done. How does God show us?
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Chapter Fifteen

22 But Samuel replied: Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as
much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better
than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like
the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected
you as king.”

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. | violated the LORD’s command and your
instructions. | was afraid of the men and so | gave in to them. 25 Now | beg you, forgive
my sin and come back with me, so that | may worship the LORD.”

26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of
the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!”

27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore.
28 Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and
has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you. 29 He who is the Glory
of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a human being, that he should
change his mind.”

THINK

1. Verses 22-23, this poem clearly indicates that faithfulness to the covenant of
God is more than just adherence to the ritual life of the community. Later,
somehow, Christian churches developed the tendency to view ritual and its
tradition as something extraneous that could be discarded. However, here the
passage (the poem) is actually emphasizing the importance of obedience for a
person’s spiritual growth than following church rituals and traditions blindly or
absent-mindedly.

2. From the story of Saul, we've witnessed his rebellion against God. From Sam-
uel, we've seen the disappointment and grief God had with Saul. Although Saul
is deceitful and calculating, God has always been loving and merciful. This is
a story of God’s sensitivity to human sin. As Saul became less human, God
became more human, which is a foreshadowing of the incarnation.

PRAY
Read the following verses slowly recalling Saul’s story and mine. Substitute my name
with “we” to indicate my recognition of God and myself.

If (fill in my name) die with him, (my name) will live with him;

If (my name) stick it out with him, (my name) will rule with him;

If (my name) turn our backs on him, he’ll turn his back on (my name);

If (my name) give up on him, he does not give up—

for there’s no way he can be false to himself. (Ref. 2 Tim 2:11-13, MSG)

** (DTFFLC) **
(Read vv10-11, you may use a Children Bible for easier understanding)

FAMILY WORSHIP: Disobedience always brings grief to the Lord. Why?
Is it connected with his love and will for us? God loves to see us filled with
the joy that comes with obeying him. Let’s pray and ask God to help us be
obedient. Now, let's sing “We thank you, God.”
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